Discovering
Carron Dams
Connecting people to
their place and their
environment
Enriching people’s lives
through enhancing the
quality of the environment
– making their greenspaces
more accessible and
welcoming.

The ‘Discovering Carron Dams’
project has helped deliver the
CSGN by:
——

——

improving green corridor
connections between open
spaces and linking with
existing path network
 eveloping a high quality
d
outdoor learning space for
young people
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——

t ransforming a disused
industrial area to another
viable use, which will
contribute to the quality of
the visitor experience

——

r aising the outward profile
of the Falkirk area through
celebrating its rich heritage,
encouraging visitors to the
area and aiding the area’s
economy.

Discovering
Carron Dams
Before and after: a new entrance at Carron Dams

The trio of bespoke sculptures
designed by pupils from Larbert
High School were part of a wider
initiative which aimed to connect
local people and visitors to the
areas rich natural and cultural
heritage.
The ‘Dams’ once supplied water
to Carron Iron Works, considered
by many to be the crucible of the
Scottish Industrial Revolution with
its products traded and shipped
worldwide. It sat at the heart of
the Falkirk areas commerce for 2
centuries, significantly contributing
to the town’s wealth and prosperity,
as well as shaping the settlements
we see today.

Carron Dams is identified within the
Falkirk Greenspace Strategy as a
priority site for ‘outdoor learning in
local greenspaces’. Within the strategy
there is a stated aim to seek to develop
high quality outdoor learning spaces
(especially for young people), and
improve access to them.

Thanks to time spent learning
outdoors at the reserve with
members of the Carron Dams
management group, pupils drew on
inspiration first-hand and worked
with the school’s Art and English
departments to bring their ideas to
life which also feature lines of poetry.

Previous phases of work delivered by
partners (including CSGNT, Falkirk Council
and Scottish Wildlife Trust) focussed on
improving the pathways/linkages and
habitat enhancements.

CSGNT helped the pupils develop
their conceptual ideas into detailed
designs. These were presented
by pupils to project partners and
members of the public who helped
CSGNT pick out the winning designs.

This phase of the project sought to
celebrate and bring to life the sites rich
heritage for visitors from near and far.
To achieve this, pupils at Larbert High
School were challenged to create unique
designs for use at three of the entrances
to the site, which is designated as Site
of Special Scientific Interest and a Local
Nature Reserve.
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The winning designs have now been
turned into sculptures by Ratho Byres
Forge, and perfectly reflect the local
habitat. Constructed out of mild steel,
they pay homage to the reserve’s rich
history.

Learning about and
celebrating cultural and
natural heritage – using
local greenspaces as
outdoor classrooms

