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The CSGN vision is that:
‘by 2050 central
Scotland will have been
transformed into a place
where the environment
adds value to the economy
and where people’s lives
are enriched by its quality’.

© Crown Copyright and database rights 2016. All
rights reserved. Ordnance Survey 100002151

The Central Scotland Green
Network Trust (CSGNT) was
established in March 2014. We
were created to help realise the
vision for the Central Scotland
Green Network (CSGN).
Our role and activities are intended to
be complementary to, and supportive
of, the wider CSGN network. Our aim is
to add value, and through delivery, create
change.

1

Keith Geddes
Chairman

The economic environment in which
we currently live provides challenges
for all of us who are involved in creating
sustainable economic growth.
Improving the quality of central
Scotland’s environment and investors’
perception of that environment can
help grow the economy. Quality places
are important; they attract investment,
tourism and most importantly enhance
the lives of the 3.2m people who live in
the central belt.

Our efforts to change policy continue
to be helped by the Scottish Government’s
cross departmental Programme Committee.
The committee allows for discussion on
ways in which the CSGN can, for example,
through promoting active travel policies
and projects, play a role in preventative
health in tackling obesity amongst
children and young people or helping the
older population stay fitter for longer.

Following CSGN’s inclusion in the National
Planning Framework 3 (NPF3) which
aims to make ‘a significant contribution
to Scotland’s sustainable economic
development’, the Scottish Government
has asked us to prioritise three areas
of work; vacant and derelict land, active
travel and disadvantaged communities.

Through signing Concordats with our
19 local authority partners we seek to
influence policy change and project
development at a local level. Councils,
for example, have a key role in planning
both in terms of local development plans
and through development management.
Ensuring the inclusion of habitat networks
and the creation of quality placemaking in
policy and management are fundamental
to creating a better environment.

Making improvements in these areas
involves a twin track approach, the
influencing of policy and putting in
place practical projects on the ground.

We now manage the CSGN Development
Fund, which over its lifetime has contributed
some £5.3m towards 153 local projects
- often supplemented by match funding.

“Much has been achieved
but much remains to be
done. The CSGN is a 40 year
project, ambitious in vision
and scale.”

These vary from community growing
projects such as allotments and projects
through to developing parks and play areas
- in short recreating what the Victorians
understood was necessary for a balanced
life all these years ago!
And a major strategic project in the
CSGN, the world renowned John Muir
Way, continues to exceed expectations.
In March 2015 a £650k upgrade of the
route between Blackness Castle and
Bo’ness opened, designed to encourage
walkers of all ages and abilities to take
the opportunity to walk part of the route.
We have secured excellent coverage in
both the San Francisco Chronicle and the
Wall Street Journal. A century after his
death Muir’s legacy still echoes around
the globe and we want to use that legacy
to sell central Scotland to the world.

In June we held the fifth CSGN Forum.
This year’s event had a particular focus
on urban greening, emphasising the
CSGN’s links to the Scottish Government’s
agendas on placemaking, town centres,
climate change and tackling health
inequalities. Over the past five years we
have heard from inspiring projects ranging
from New York to South Korea which
have the potential to be replicated in
Scotland. These contributions have been
too valuable to lose and we are preparing
a publication that will allow Scotland to
learn lessons from abroad.
Much has been achieved but much remains
to be done. The CSGN is a 40 year project,
ambitious in vision and scale. Working with
our partners in the private, public and third
sectors I am confident that we can meet
that challenge.
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Simon Rennie
Chief Executive

In the first full year of CSGNT’s operations,
working in close cooperation with the
Scottish Government and other colleagues,
we have made great progress and gathered
momentum in the dedicated task of
championing and driving forward the
delivery of the CSGN.

“The competence,
experience and skill of our
staff allow us to achieve
these outputs. We have
a good blend of great
people getting the job done
and delivering ambitious
projects which all help to
realise the CSGN.”

We are leading work in the three priority
areas for the CSGN expressed in the
third National Planning Framework.
These are tackling vacant and derelict
land through temporary and permanent
greening, developing active travel routes
and encouraging the creation of green
networks along them, and improving
the quality of the environment in
communities of disadvantage.
It is well known that in the world we are
operating in, resources for greenspace
improvements are under intense pressure
and scrutiny. Over the past year, we
have worked on a major project that
demonstrates how green network and
green infrastructure approaches can
save money, create better solutions and
deliver multiple gains across multiple
organisations and departments.

We are supporting partners and
stakeholders in their actions to help
deliver the CSGN. As detailed in this
report, we have worked closely with
large landscape level organisions such
as the Clyde and Avon Valley Partnership
and with community level projects such
as the Dedridge Environment Ecology
Project. We continue to demonstrate our
skills, technical expertise and experience
by engaging with projects at strategic,
developmental and on-the-ground stages.
We are also forging new relationships
with key players across the CSGN’s
development and delivery landscape.
This provides us with a firm platform for
working with these bodies in the future,
helping them deliver more on-the-ground
projects that will make a real difference
to people’s lives and the environment.
The competence, experience and skill
of our staff allow us to achieve these
outputs. We have a good blend of
great people getting the job done and
delivering ambitious projects which all
help to realise the CSGN.

Funders
and Partners

We acknowledge and appreciate the
input, co-operation and financial support
of all partners and organisations involved
this year in helping us towards making
the CSGN a reality.

Clyde and Avon Valley Landscape
Partnership

NHS Lanarkshire

Cultenhove Opportunities

RSPB

Dedridge Environmental Ecology Project

Rural Development Trust

Falkirk Council

Scottish Forestry Trust

Falkirk Community Trust

Scottish Government

Falkirk Environment Trust

Scottish Natural Heritage

Forestry Commission Scotland
Forest Carbon

Scottish Government Rural Payments and
Inspections Directorate

GCV Green Network Partnership

South Lanarkshire Council

Heartlands

Sustrans

Inner Forth Landscape Initiative

Woodland Trust

Land Trust

West Lothian Council

North Lanarkshire Council

Levenseat Trust
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Facts &
Figures
£1.4m
Total value
of projects 2014/15

48.3ha
Woodland
managed 2014/15

“Surface water
management measures
helped to safeguard
properties and businesses
from flooding.”

The first full year of our existence as
CSGNT has been very successful. There
were increases across many of our
monitoring indicators. The number of
projects increased from 17 to 18 and the
total value of projects increased from
£1.1m to £1.4m.
We were also pleased to make progress
on each of our three priority themes
as identified in the third National
Planning Framework. We successfully
improved a vacant and derelict land
site in Redlees Quarry near Blantyre,
North Lanarkshire. We undertook five
projects in areas suffering from social
and economic disadvantage in places
such as Stenhousemuir in Falkirk, and
we delivered four active travel projects
providing attractive green routes for
people to access local facilities, services
and workplaces.

Looking at other figures, woodland
creation was less than last year. This is
a direct reflection of the current funding
cycle as we await the implementation
of the latest round of European funding.
Despite this, we were able to undertake
48ha of woodland management over
the period – four times more than the
previous year.
With a greater emphasis on active travel
and access improvements in the 2014/15
programme, both the number and area
of greenspace treated in and around
urban areas was down on the previous
year’s totals.
Lastly, we delivered four projects this
year which included surface water
management measures. These not
only helped to safeguard properties
and businesses from flooding but also
improved the biodiversity potential of
the sites.

2013/2014

2014/2015

Number of projects

17

18

Total value of projects

£1.1M

£1.4M

Greening vacant and derelict land projects

0

1

Environmental projects in areas of deprivation

1

5

Active travel projects

3

4

Other projects

13

8

Woodland creation

57.9ha

30.5ha

Woodland management

9.1ha

48.3ha

Number of greenspace projects (near urban areas)

12

10

Area of greenspace treated

44.8ha

20.6ha

New paths created

0.4km

1.8km

Paths upgraded

6.7km

2.3km

Wetlands / SUDS created

n/a
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As well as managing the fund we have worked
closely with the successful projects, helping
to deliver proposals that are breathing new life
into vacant and derelict land, boosting active
travel and improving the lives of disadvantaged
communities.

Credit - Jan Smith

Over the past five years, the CSGN Development
Fund has supported over 150 projects with £5.3m.
In April 2015, Environment Minister Dr Aileen
McLeod announced the 13 projects in the central
belt that shared a further £510,500 funding, made
available by Forestry Commission Scotland and
Transport Scotland to improve access to greenspace
and help transform the quality of life for people
living and working in the area.

Credit - Alan Peebles

Development
Fund
Management

“The Fruit Futures Project
will train and support
community and eco-school
leaders in Forth Valley to
design, develop and support
their community orchards in
deprived areas and areas of
derelict or vacant land.”

Located across the CSGN area, this year
projects have included:
•	the enhancement of the Causey, an
existing greenspace in Edinburgh, to
make it people friendly and less car
dominated and improve connections
to other greenspaces
•	a development of a plan for Greater
Easterhouse that will focus on greening
over 180ha of vacant and derelict land,
improving greenspace and woodland in
deprived communities, identifying new
green routes for walking and cycling and
addressing surface water management
to reduce flood risk
•	a project that will train and support
community and eco-school leaders in
Forth Valley to design, develop and support
their community orchards in deprived
areas and areas of derelict or vacant land
•	the creation of a green corridor along
a former railway line in North Ayrshire
that will bring the vacant and derelict
site into positive use for active travel,
biodiversity and recreation.

Credit - Calum Harris

£510,500
Total value
of development fund
projects 2014/15
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Partnership
Support

The delivery of the CSGN
requires consistent and
coordinated action. This work
must be delivered by a wide
group of diverse organisations
working in partnership to
achieve sustainable change
and measurable progress.
CSGNT’s partnership support
is at the very heart of
coordinating these activities.
We share good practice,
champion exemplar projects
and promote collaborative
working methodologies.

This is key to long term progress
and delivery of the CSGN. A principal
partnership device is the CSGN Regional
Advisory Forum (RAF) where green
network organisations debate and
develop ideas and facilitate a truly
collaborative working environment.
Working with the RAF and other groups
such as the Inner Forth Landscape
Partnership and the Clyde & Avon Valley
Landscape Partnership provides excellent
opportunities to share best practice, provide
updates on progress and support physical
delivery of projects on-the-ground.
These interactions influence and put in
place the landscape changes that will
create the CSGN. It is thanks to such
organisations and others including local
authorities and government agencies,
third sector organisations and, more
recently, an increasing interest from the
private sector that we are able to gather
momentum and make tangible progress.

Another example of our partnership
support is our commitment to the
Scottish Green Infrastructure Forum
(SGIF). This is a group of organisations,
businesses and individuals with an
interest in promoting and encouraging
the integration of green infrastructure.
Activity focuses on urban and built
environment green infrastructure, with
particular emphasis on green roofs,
green walls, green streets, raingardens,
sustainable urban drainage systems and
green networks.
As well as providing general secretarial
support for the SGIF, during the year
CSGNT undertook a major refresh and
update of the SGIF brand, including
a redesign and relaunch of the website.
We also supported SGIF in setting up
a research sub-group, which aims to
coordinate the information requirements
of practitioners with the research themes
of academic institutes.

Credit - Taylor Wimpey

“Through our work with partners
we are helping to mitigate
extreme effects of climate
change and contributing
towards a more sustainable
future in central Scotland.”

Raingardens have been a major focus
for SGIF this year and we have supported
this campaign in a range of ways such
as the installation of a trial retro-fit
houseplot scale planter box raingarden
at our offices in Shotts. We continued
to work on the 10,000 Raingardens for
Scotland campaign and engaged SEPA
and Scottish Water in developing a pilot
project using raingardens to address
surface water flooding issues. CSGNT staff
were also instrumental in working with
Taylor Wimpey on our Greener Gardens
campaign. This saw the installation of four
different types of raingarden at a new
housing development in North Lanarkshire.
Through such work we are helping to
mitigate extreme effects of climate
change and contributing towards a more
sustainable future in central Scotland.
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We know that the CSGN will
bring many benefits to central
Scotland, the existing research
is extensive, however not
specific to the CSGN. We are
now progressing research for
the CSGN which will allow us
to say how much its delivery
would cost, what the additional
resources needed are, and
some of the measurable
benefits the CSGN would
achieve.

Credit - Becky Duncan Photography / SNH

Costing,
Resourcing
and Valuing
the CSGN

We commissioned and worked closely
with Glasgow Clyde Valley Green Network
Partnership to undertake a thorough
exercise to provide an appraisal of the
total capital cost for the delivery of the
CSGN as expressed in the CSGN vision.

We can assume that a proportion of
this spend is already happening or will
happen. Therefore we have started to
consider what additional resources are
required if we are to deliver the CSGN
and where these could be found.

The approach taken to deliver this
figure was to breakdown the proposed
overall delivery of the CSGN into smaller
component tasks, then calculate
a cost estimate for each module before
aggregating the costs into the final total
capital cost estimate.

Further to this, the Scottish Government’s
Rural and Environment Science and
Analytical Services (RESAS) Division
is also considering some of the known
benefits which are measurable, such that
we will be able to show the value of these
in relation to the investment required.

The study estimated the capital cost to
deliver the CSGN vision is £2.8 billion. With
an ambition to deliver the vision by 2050,
this means that on average around £80
million per year of resources will need to be
focussed on the CSGN capital programme.

Tackling
Vacant and
Derelict Land

This year, our activity on the
greening of vacant and derelict
land (VDL) has focused on
development work to unlock
opportunities for future
programmes. In particular, we
have completed reviews of VDL
for four CSGN local authorities
in 2014/15. These were The
City of Edinburgh, Fife, Falkirk
and East Ayrshire.

During the studies, we liaised with the
local authority planning departments,
considering re-designation of some
sites listed in Local Development Plans.
It became apparent that although
different areas often possessed unique
circumstances necessitating different
approaches to the problem, there are
some similarities. For example, we found
in many cases, significant numbers of VDL
sites have become naturally ‘greened’
and we recommended for their removal
from the register. This approach has been
successful and was highlighted to the
Scottish Government through a CSGN
stakeholder tour in September 2015.

In tackling other barriers, our staff have
used their skills and experience to identify
which specific sites offer the greatest
potential for project opportunities. One
such site highlighted through previous work
in Midlothian won £135,000 from Transport
Scotland for a new cycle path across
a former high school site in Dalkeith.
Towards the end of the year we also
started to undertake similar research
across other parts of the CSGN area,
particularly in Ayrshire in support of
the Ayrshire Green Network Partnership.

13

Working in
Disadvantaged
Areas
Much of our work is directed
towards improving the natural
environments and greenspaces
in and around areas of greatest
need where people experience
social and economic
deprivation and have poor
access to quality greenspace.
An example of this is the Larbert Legacy
Bike Track. The track was created on an
area of underutilised and unmanaged
land adjacent to Larbert High School,
which is located within an area of
multiple deprivation (Stenhousemuir
West). We delivered this project on behalf
of Tryst Community Sports Club. It is
a unique facility as it is both an educational
resource for the high school and also
a leisure facility for local people.

The track helps to build confidence in
novice cyclists, with features allowing
riders to increase their speed and
improve their skills. A number of different
elements have been included within the
design, such as a pump track, jumps,
skills loop, red and blue mountain bike
trails and a practice pad.
The bike track was officially opened
by Jamie Hepburn MSP (Minister for
Sport, Health Improvement and Mental
Health) in August 2015, and was funded
by Legacy 2014 Active Places, Falkirk
Environment Trust, Tryst Community
Sports Club and Larbert High School.
Since its opening, it has become a wellused and highly valued community
resource amongst the school and local
residents. It is hoped that it will help
strengthen the community and provide
a catalyst for further development,
outdoor exercise and fun.

“It is hoped that the
Larbert Legacy Bike Track
will help strengthen the
community and provide
a catalyst for further
development, outdoor
exercise and fun.”

15
Courtesy of Forestry Commission Scotland
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Improving Active
Travel Links

Creating and enhancing the
types of places where active
travel is popular helps us
achieve multiple outcomes,
including better health for
residents, safer communities,
lower carbon emissions and
a more sustainable Scotland.

We have undertaken several active
travel projects this year; one of the
most notable ones was the delivery of
a final section of pathway linking the
communities of Larbert, Stenhousemuir,
Camelon and Mungal in Falkirk. This
project represents the culmination
of an active travel vision for the
area. It provides the opportunity for
approximately two fifths of the local
authority’s population to access a range
of services including health, education,
employment, leisure and shopping.
People can now travel via a traffic free
route by foot, bike or scooter through
quality greenspace areas.
The path improvements were funded
through Sustrans Community Links,
Falkirk Council, CSGN Development
Fund and Falkirk Environment Trust.

We continue to look for opportunities for
projects like this across the CSGN area,
and over the year our staff have helped
to take forward a CSGN active travel and
greening programme. The programme
consists of a number of actions aimed
at encouraging the development of green
networks along existing and new active
travel routes. This is being achieved
through seeking to embed the concept
within relevant policies and strategies, as
well as encourage and coordinate activity
across the CSGN area. Each of the actions
is being led by either SNH, Sustrans,
Transport Scotland or CSGNT.

Helping
Communities
to Achieve their
Ambitions

We work effectively with local
communities to implement
bespoke solutions to local social
and environmental issues. Our
projects in Livingston, West
Lothian are good examples of
our approach. They demonstrate
our commitment to delivering
projects tailored to the individual
needs of communities and
tackling poor environmental
quality in urban areas.

As a new town, Livingston’s planning has
resulted in a settlement well-resourced in
terms of access to greenspace. However
certain other planning decisions have left
a legacy of issues such as poor drainage
and flooding and maintenance burdens
for the local authority.
Over the past year, we have worked
extensively with the Livingston South
Blue Green Network to address such
problems along two river corridors.
The project aimed to enhance the
green elements of the urban landscape
for people and wildlife by improving
habitat and access connectivity between
the greenways. It also tackled issues
such as flooding and pollution along
the blue network of the Dedridge
Burn. The delivery of work included
shelterbelt management, woodland and
hedgerow planting, path improvements,
replacement of degraded amenities and
the creation of a new wetland.

Long term outcomes from the project
are starting to be observed too. Feedback
indicates that more people are using
the openspace than ever before. West
Lothian Council’s executive councillor for
the environment, Tom Conn, also praised
the project saying it “demonstrates what
can be achieved through communities
working in partnership and pulling
resources for the greater good.”
After much development work, this
year also saw us manage the delivery
and completion of physical works in
Lanthorn Park. In this we were engaged
in a rich partnership with Dedridge
Environmental Ecology Project and West
Lothian Council. We are proud of our close
working relationship with the Dedridge
community over the past two years which
has led to the transformation of the park
into a valued, multi-functional space for
the whole community.
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Woodland
Management

A key woodland management project
for us this year has been the Kinneil
Estate in Falkirk. The woodland on this
site has been in slow decline due to a
combination of the advanced age of the
conifer trees and increasing problems
with trees being blown down in high
winds. This resulted in a hazard for
recreational users and threatened the
long term health of the woodland estate.
We worked in partnership with the
landowners and Falkirk Community
Trust to develop a long term forest plan
to bring this strategically important site
back into sustainable management.
We delivered phase 1 of the management
plan in 2015. It included restructuring
a 26ha woodland area, as well as planting

“We developed a long term
forest plan with our partners
to bring this strategically
important site back into
sustainable management.”

25,000 new trees with protective deer
fencing. The new trees are of a wider
range of species, planted with the aim
of improving the biodiversity and amenity
value of the site, as well as helping to
minimise the risk of wind blow in the future.
As part of the operations, a total of 6,500
tonnes of timber was extracted from the
site and used for animal bedding, sawn
timber, biofuel wood pellets, agricultural
pilings and fire wood.
The project was funded by the Heritage
Lottery Fund (as part of the Inner Forth
Landscape Initiative), Falkirk Environment
Trust, Falkirk Council and income derived
through the sale of timber extracted.

26ha
Woodland restructured
in Kinneil

25,000
New trees planted
in Kinneil 2014/15
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Company Statement of Financial Activities
incorporating the Income and Expenditure
Account for the year ended 30 September 2015*

2015
Total
£

2014
Total
£

1,383

2,504

Incoming resources
Incoming resources from generated funds:
- Voluntary income
- Investment income

22,054

10,152

2,871,635

2,796,612

130,293

37,009

3,025,365

2,846,277

2,808,519

2,889,215

30,088

22,469

2,838,607

2,911,684

186,758

(65,407)

Total funds brought forward

1,055,960

1,121,367

Total funds carried forward

1,242,718

1,055,960

Incoming resources from charitable activities
Other incoming resources
Total incoming resources
Resources expended
Charitable activities
Governance costs
Total resources expended
Net movement in funds

Financial
Summary
20

2015
Total
£

2014
Total
£

£884,546

£890,990

349,990

576,116

1,129,862

963,625

2,458

10,998

1,482,310

1,550,739

(710,040)

(989,276)

772,270

561,463

1,656,816

1,452,453

Amounts falling due after more than one year

(413,178)

(395,573)

Net assets

1,243,638

1,056,880

- Revaluation reserve

501,964

509,382

- Fixed asset reserve

18,000

18,000

- Working capital reserve

375,000

375,000

- Land and project fund

283,110

144,110

- Accumulated surplus

60,360

5,505

1,238,434

1,051,997

5,204

4,883

1,243,638

1,056,880

Balance Sheet
as at 30 September 2015

Fixed assets
Fixed assets
Current assets
Debtors
Bank and cash
Third party bank accounts
Total current assets
Creditors
Amounts falling due within one year
Net current assets
Total assets less current liabilities
Creditors

Funds
Unrestricted reserves:

*These accounts for Central Scotland
Green Network Trust Group include
subsidiary companies. Full accounts are
available on request.

Restricted reserves
Total

CSGNT
Hillhouseridge
Shottskirk Road, Shotts
North lanarkshire
ML7 4JS
01501 822015
contact@csgnt.org.uk
www.csgnt.org.uk
Published April 2016. Central Scotland Green
Network Trust is limited by guarantee and has
charitable status. Registered in Scotland No. SC093544.
Registered Charity No. SC015341.

